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SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEE BOAT CASES: ETHNIC CHINESE 

REF: STATE 2161 16 

1 . IN REPLY REFTEL EMBASSY CONCURS WITH DEPARTMENT'S BELIEF THAT 
UNHCR REPS REPORTING ALMOST ALL BOAT CASES AS ETHNIC CHINESE IS 
NOT CORRECT. 

2. VIEW FROM EMBASSY SINGAPORE IS THAT NO MORE THAN 20 PER-CENT OF 
BOAT CASE REFUGEES IN PAST HAVE BEEN ETHNIC CHINESE WHO NOTABLY 
WERE TRAVELLING TOGETHER COMPRISING ENTIRE BOAT LOADS. SUCH 
WAS THE CASE OF THE IRANIAN SHAHR WHICH LANDED 16 REFUGEES HERE 
UNDER FRENCH SPONSORSHIP JUNE 9. 
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